
Scripture for Discernment 

Discipleship:	Call	and	Response	
Old	Testament	

• Gen	12:1-9	The	Call	of	Abram:	Leave	your	country	and	family	to	come	
• Gen	22:1-19	Faith	to	obey	God:	Abraham	is	commanded	to	offer	Isaac	
• Gen	37-50	God	orchestrates	our	lives	to	bring	us	to	our	
vocation:	The	Story	of	Joseph	

• Exo	3:1-12	The	Call	of	Moses:	“I	will	be	with	you”	
• 1	Sam	3:1-10	The	Call	of	Samuel:	“Speak,	Lord,	for	your	servant	is	
listening”	

• 1	Kgs	19:16,	19-21	The	Call	of	Elisha:	“’Please	let	me	kiss	my	father	
and	mother	goodbye	and	I	will	follow	you’…then	he	left	and	followed	
Elijah.”	

• Isa	6:1-13	The	Call	of	Isaiah:	“’Whom	shall	I	send?’…‘Here	I	am…send	
me!’”	

• Isa	42:6-7	“I	have	called	you…	I	have	grasped	you	by	the	hand…	To	
open	the	eyes	of	the	blind.”	

• Isa	43:1-ff	“Do	not	fear,	for	I	have	redeemed	you;	I	have	called	you	by	
name,	you	are	mine”	

• Isa	45:4	“I	have	called	you	by	your	name…	though	you	knew	me	not.”	
• Isa	49:1-7	“The	Lord	called	me	from	birth,	from	my	mother’s	womb	he	
gave	me	my	name.”	

• Jer	1:1-10	The	call	of	Jeremiah:	“’Lord	God,	I	know	not	how	to	speak.	I	
am	too	young…’	‘Say	not	I	am	too	young…	to	whomever	I	send	you,	you	
shall	go.’”	

• Jer	20:	7-9	Jeremiah’s	crisis:	“You	duped	me	O	Lord	and	I	let	myself	be	
duped.	You	were	too	strong	for	me	and	you	triumphed…	It	seemed	like	a	
fire	burning	in	my	heart.”	

• Jer	29:	11-15	“I	know	well	the	plans	I	have	in	mind	for	you…to	give	you	
a	future	full	of	hope.”	
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• Jon	1-3	The	Call	of	Jonah:	“The	word	of	the	Lord	came	to	Jonah;	set	out	
for	the	great	city	of	Ninevah	and	preach	against	it…”	

New	Testament	
• Mt	4:18-22	or	Mk	1:16-20	Jesus	Calls	his	first	disciples:	“Come	after	
me	and	I	will	make	you	fishers	of	men.”	

• Mt	9:	35-38	Pray	for	priestly	vocations:	“The	harvest	is	rich	but	the	
laborers	are	few;	beg	the	harvest	master	to	send	out	laborers	for	his	
harvest.”	

• Mt	16:24-28	“Whoever	wishes	to	come	after	me	must	deny	himself,	
take	up	his	cross	and	follow	me.”	

• Mt	17:1-13	The	Transfiguration	of	Jesus:	“This	is	my	beloved	Son	
with	whom	I	am	well	pleased.	Listen	to	Him.”	

• Mt	19:	16-30	or	Mk	10:	17-27	The	Rich	Young	Man:	“If	you	wish	to	be	
perfect,	go,	sell	what	you	have	and	give	to	the	poor,	and	you	will	have	
treasure	in	heaven.	Then	come	follow	me.”	

• Mt	20:20-28	or	Mk	10:35-45	The	request	of	James	and	
John:	“Anyone	who	wants	to	be	great	among	you	must	be	your	
servant…	just	as	the	Son	of	Man	came	not	to	be	served	but	to	serve,	and	
to	give	his	life	as	a	ransom	for	the	many.”	

• Mt	26:17-35	or	Mk	14:12-26	or	Lk	22:1-38	The	Last	Supper:	“Take	
and	eat;	this	is	my	body.	This	is	the	cup	of	my	blood.	Do	this	in	
remembrance	of	me.”	

• Mt	26:36-46	The	Agony	in	the	Garden:	“My	Father,	if	it	is	possible,	let	
this	cup	pass	from	me;	yet	not	as	I	will	but	as	you	will.”	

• Mt	28	The	Great	Commission:	“Go	ye	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	
all	the	nations.”	

• Lk	4:18	“The	spirit	of	the	Lord	is	upon	me,	because	he	has	anointed	me	
to	bring	glad	tidings	to	the	poor,	to	proclaim	liberty	to	captives,	and	
recovery	of	sight	to	the	blind…”	

• Lk	9:57-62	“’I	will	follow	you	but	first	let	me	say	farewell	to	my	
family’…	‘No	one	who	sets	a	hand	to	the	plow	and	looks	to	what	was	left	
behind	is	fit	for	the	Kingdom	of	God.’”	

• Jn	2:	1-11	The	wedding	feast	at	Cana:	“Do	whatever	He	tells	you.”	
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• Jn	15:9-17	“You	did	not	choose	me,	but	I	chose	you	and	appointed	you	
that	you	should	go	and	bear	fruit	and	that	your	fruit	should	abide.”	

• Jn	10	The	Good	Shepherd:	“When	the	Good	Shepherd	has	driven	out	
all	his	own,	he	walks	ahead	of	him	and	the	sheep	follow	him,	because	
they	recognize	his	voice.”	

• Jn	19:1-30	The	Mother	of	priests:	“Behold	your	mother.”	The	disciple	
(the	priest	St.	John)	took	her	into	his	home.	

• Mk	3:13	The	Mission	of	the	Twelve:	“He	summoned	those	whom	he	
wanted	and	they	came	to	him”	

• Mk	10:28-30	The	Reward	of	Discipleship:	“We	have	given	up	
everything	and	followed	you…you	will	be	repaid	a	hundred	times	more	
now	in	this	present	age…and	eternal	life	in	the	age	to	come.”	

• Lk	1:26-56	The	Call	of	Mary:	The	Annunciation:	“Behold	I	am	the	
handmaid	of	the	Lord;	may	it	be	done	to	me	according	to	your	word.”	

• Lk	14:25-33	Jesus	on	Discipleship:	“Whoever	does	not	carry	his	own	
cross	and	come	after	me	cannot	be	my	disciple.”	

• Jn	1:35-51	The	call	of	the	first	disciples:	“What	are	you	looking	for?	
Come	and	see.”	

• Rom	8:28	“All	things	work	for	good	for	those	who	love	God,	who	are	
called	according	to	his	purpose.”	

• 1	Cor	1:26-31	God	calls	who	He	chooses:	“Consider	your	own	
calling…Not	many	of	you	were	wise…	Rather	God	chose	the	foolish	to	
shame	the	wise.”	

• Gal	1:15	“God,	who	from	my	mother’s	womb,	had	set	me	apart	and	
called	me	through	his	grace”	

• Phil	3:10-14	“Forgetting	what	lies	behind	but	straining	forward	to	what	
lies	ahead…the	prize	of	God’s	upward	calling	in	Christ	Jesus.”	

• 1	Pt	2:9-10	“God	has	called	you	out	of	darkness	into	his	own	marvelous	
light.”	
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Discernment	
• Mt	16:13-23	“Who	do	people	say	that	I	am?”	
• Acts	1:15-26	The	choice	of	Matthias	
• Acts	6:1-6	The	selection	of	the	first	deacons	
• Acts	13:	2-4	Paul	and	Barnabas	selected	by	the	Holy	Spirit	to	go	and	
preach	

• Acts	15:28	“It	is	the	decision	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	of	us.”	
• Rom	8:14-17	“You	did	not	receive	a	spirit	of	slavery	to	fall	back	into	
fear.”	

• Rom	12:1-2	“Do	not	conform	yourself	to	this	age…that	you	may	discern	
what	is	the	will	of	God.”	

• 1	Cor	2:	7-12	“This	God	has	revealed	to	us…so	that	we	may	
understand.”	

• 1	Cor	12:4-11	“There	are	different	kinds	of	spiritual	gifts	but	the	same	
Spirit.”	

• Gal	5:16-26	The	works	of	the	flesh	
• Eph	1:	3-14	“In	him	we	were	also	chosen.”	
• Eph	1:17	“A	spirit	of	wisdom	and	revelation	resulting	in	knowledge	of	
him.”	

• 1	Jn	4:1-3	“Do	not	trust	every	spirit	but	test	the	spirits	to	see	whether	
they	belong	to	God”	
	

The	Priesthood	
• Jn	13:1-14	The	washing	of	the	Disciples’	feet	
• 1	Pet	2:2-10	“Come	to	him…let	yourselves	be	built…to	be	a	holy	
priesthood.”	

• Heb	4:12-16	Jesus,	the	compassionate	high	priest	
• Heb	5:1-10	“Every	high	priest	is	taken	from	among	men”	
• Heb	10:10-17	“Every	priest	stands	daily	at	his	ministry”	
• Heb	3:	7-11	“If	today	you	hear	his	voice,	harden	not	your	hearts.”	
• Heb	7:17	“You	are	a	priest	forever	according	to	the	order	of	
Melchizedek.”	
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• Heb	8:3	“Now	every	high	priest	is	appointed	to	offer	gifts	and	
sacrifices.”	
	

Celibacy	and	Virginity	
• 1Cor.7:-34	“I	should	like	you	to	be	free	of	anxieties.	An	unmarried	man	
is	anxious	about	the	things	of	the	Lord,	how	he	may	please	the	Lord.	But	
a	married	man	is	anxious	about	the	things	of	the	world,	how	he	may	
please	his	wife,	and	he	is	divided.	

• Mt	19:10-12	“Some	are	incapable	of	marriage	because	they	were	born	
so;	some,	because	they	were	made	so	by	others;	some,	because	they	
have	renounced	marriage	for	the	sake	of	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	
Whoever	can	accept	this	ought	to	accept	it.”	

• Lk	18:29-30	“Anyone	who	has	given	up	house	or	wife	or	brothers…	for	
the	sake	of	the	Kingdom	of	God	will	receive	back	an	overabundant	
return	in	this	present	age	and	eternal	life	in	the	age	to	come.”	

• Hos	2:21-22	“I	will	espouse	you	to	me	forever;	I	will	espouse	you	in	
fidelity	and	you	shall	know	the	Lord…”	
	

Scriptures	for	Doubts	and	Fears	
• I’m	not	holy	enough:	Isa	6:1-9;	Lk	5:1-11	
• I’m	afraid	I	will	fail:	Ex	14:	10-31;	Lk	15	
• I’ve	made	mistakes	and	I’m	a	sinner:	Jn	21:15-23;	Mt	9:9-13;	Lk	7:36-
50	

• I’m	too	young:	1	Sam	3:1-18;	1	Sam	16:1-13;	Jer	1:4-10;	Lk	1:26-3	
• I’m	not	talented	enough:	1	Sam	17:32-51;	Lk	1:	26-38	
• I	want	to	have	a	family:	Gen	12:1-3;	Mt	12:46-50;	Mk	10:28-30	
• I	want	“the	good	life”:	Mk	10:17-31;	1	Cor	2:9;	Mt	13:44-46;	Jn	10:10;	
Mt	16:24-27	

• I’m	afraid	of	making	a	permanent	commitment:	Ruth	1:15-17;	Mt	
28:16-20;	1	Cor	12:5-10	

• I’m	afraid	of	public	speaking:	Ex	4:10-17;	Jer	1:4-10;	Jer	1:	9-10	
• I’m	not	smart	enough:	2	Cor	4:7-18;	Ex	4:10-17	
• I’m	afraid	of	being	alone:	Ex	3:4-22;	Lk	1:28-38;	Mt	28:20	
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• I	want	to	be	happy:	Ps	37:4;	Mt	5:	1-12;	Jn	10:10;	Mk	10:28-31;	1	Cor	
2:9	

• I’m	filled	with	fear:	1Jn	4:18	“There	is	no	fear	in	love,	but	perfect	love	
casts	out	fear.”	

 


